he use of cell culture systems for the detection of Calamydia tracaomatis is the gold standard.
However, the sensitivity of a single endocervical specimen may be only . e-Unfortunately, cell culture is labor intensive and requires 48 hours for completion. These problems fostered the development of simplified rapid diagnostic tests which bypassed the issue of organism viability. The first detection systems were based on either immunodetection of solubilized chlamydia antigens (enzyme immunoassay) or direct visualization using chlamydia-specific fluorescin-conjugated monoclonal antibodies (direct fluorescent antibody test). The relative sensitivity and poorer positive predictive values of these methods led ulti:mately to their relative abandonment in favor of tests based on DNA/rRNA hybridization. 4 
